
 

 

 
 

             

PROPERTY, BUILDING, & REAL ESTATE COMMITTEE MEETING 

September 23, 2020 

 

Present: Chairman Danny Currin, Members Commissioners Pat Fields & Ron Bullock  

 Staff Advisor(s): Facility Maintenance Supervisor Kenny Manning  

 

Others Present: Commissioner John Tovey, Commissioner Quon Bridges, Commissioner Teresa Gilreath, 

Mayor Jackie Sergent, City Manager Alan Thornton, City Clerk Cynthia Bowen, Chief David Cottrell, 

Finance Director Hak Ung, Public Works Director Dud Frazier, Parks & Recreation Director Tina Cheek, 

Planning Director Cheryl Hart, Downtown Development Director Mary Yount and Administrative Support 

Associate Alyssa Blair  

 

Agenda Item(s): Discuss the City of Oxford’s options and wishes regarding the 125 Belle Street property, 

along with interest in several other properties.   

  

 

 

 Chairman Danny Currin called the meeting to order. 

  

125 Belle Street Property 
  

Alan Thornton summarized the current situation surrounding 125 Belle Street; a property being sought after 

by the City for almost a year. Originally the owners verbally accepted the City’s offer and after several 

attempts of the City Attorney trying to get in touch, the owners decided to have the property appraised and 

backed off from the City’s original offer. The City is not giving up on the property as it could be beneficial 

for future growth, including with the Parks & Recreation Master Plan. Working in the City’s favor is that 

the property continues to sit there and deteriorate and we do not think it will be purchased for residential 

purposes. Commissioner Bullock inquired as to why the owners continue to delay? It was surmised there 

were limited options for the property and that not much as else could be done with it. Mayor Sergent asked 

whether or not an appraisal had already been done on the property? Mr. Thornton, a formal appraisal was 

not done by a licensed realtor; went by the tax value listed by Granville County, which is available on their 

website. If any other information is acquired, it will be relayed to the board. 

  

Loop Road Property Discussion  
  

Mr. Thornton summarized a piece of property on the Loop Road currently owned by Oxford Baptist 

Church, who is looking to sell the property for a “fair” price and are not expecting to reach the entire tax 

value of $71,783 (listed by Granville County as of 2018). This property interests the City because of its 

strategic location and possible use as a future fire station, especially when thinking about growth. 

Commissioner Fields inquired to where on the Loop road the property was located. Chairman Currin stated 

it was across the street from Peebles and sits at about 4 acres. Mr. Thornton added that it is 4.36 acres 

(coming from the Granville County tax information). Commissioner Bullock asked about whether or not 

this was the area where the City used to have a property and they used it for drilling and surveying, and it is 



not the case. Mayor Sergent asked whether or not it joins the old landfill and it does not. Commissioner 

Bridges wanted to know if the only potential use of the property is for a fire station or if there were any 

other options. Mr. Thornton stated there are other options, depending on who acquires the property 

however, for the City it would be used for that purpose. Commissioner Tovey asked if it would be a value 

to combine a Fire station and police station in the future. Mr. Thornton did not disagree with the idea, 

however; it would be a different conversation. Commissioner Gilreath was curious as to what the acreage 

was for the Hix area, for reference. Director Cheeks stated it is right around 12 acres, not including the 

property on Belle Street. Mayor Sergent in staying aligned with protocol, since three members of the Board 

are members of Oxford Baptist Church, can they actually vote on something like this? Mr. Thornton stated 

this is a topic that will definitely be had with the Board and the City Attorney. Commissioner Fields agreed 

with Mr. Thornton and made a recommendation for the City Manager to pursue the matter, to be proactive. 

Commissioner Bullock agreed. Chairman Currin stated all members of the Committee agree and therefore a 

recommendation was made to pursue the property. 

  

Discussion of property at Elmwood Cemetery from Jim Crawford 
  

City Manager Thornton began the discussion by reading the letter sent from Mr. Jim Crawford in regards to 

the property. The letter summarized the following: The land is located next to Elmwood Cemetery and is 

approximately 12 ft. by 66.13 ft.; Mr. Crawford would like to contribute the land to Elmwood, would have 

the fence removed at no cost to the city, would like to reserve the land directly behind the Crawford plot for 

his family and leave the rest to the City’s discretion (included with the letter was a map drawing of the 

plot). The property is located near the rear of Harris Street. City Manager Thornton noted he did not see an 

issue to which Commissioner Gilreath mentioned it may depend on how many plots he plans to reserve, 

which is not specified in the letter. If the Board is interested in accepting this offer City Manager Thornton 

mentioned he will reach out to him for more information. Commissioner Bullock suggested the City 

Manager should look into the offer more. Will take legal action to transfer the property. Commissioner 

Gilreath inquired how much it would cost to be buried at Elmwood. City Manager Thornton mentioned he 

could not remember, but they would look into it and email the Board – the grave opening is $700/grave, but 

we do not have an actual plot fee. Mayor Sergent suggested it was because there is no plot fee, but it looks 

like no plots are remaining. Commissioner Fields is also okay with City Manager proceeding with the 

process. Commissioner Currin then said the Committee’s response is for the City Manager to proceed. 

  

307 W Front Street, City Sell, or Dispose of 10 ft. Alley – Terry Royster  
  

The City Manager was contacted by Terry Royster, living at 307 W Front Street. He was inquiring as to 

whether or not the City would be willing to sell or dispose of a 10 ft. alley. City Manager Thornton noted 

he drove to the area and it is not a defined alley, just an expanse between properties or residences. Mr. 

Royster is interested in inquiring about it to add to his property. The alley terminated, 10 ft. by 120 ft. long. 

Not sure if the City has any use or plans for it. The city Manager asked Fire Chief Cottrell if there was any 

use for it or if the Fire Department needed it for any reason. Chief Cottrell stated the department has not 

worked with it all but, we could check with Dud to make sure there are no utilities currently running 

through there. The City Manager stated he would double-check with Engineering to make sure no utilities 

would be running there. Commissioner Fields inquired what would the selling price for a tract of land that 

small. City Manager Thornton stated we would, but you could even sell it for $1.00 and have the conveyor 

take on the conveyance cost. Mr. Royster is maintaining it now. The City does not use it for anything and it 

terminates; cannot speak to its origin, but Mr. Royster has an interest and would like to add to his lot. 

Mayor Sergent made a note that it does not seem to have any use for the City. Commissioner Fields made a 

recommendation for the City Manager to go forward with investigating the property. Commissioner 

Bullock agreed. Commissioner Currin noted that whatever is reasonable the City can do, should do. He 

then inquired would it be brought to the full board. The City Manager said yes, that would be the case. 

  



Commissioner Bridges reminded the committee and attendees about the Public Safety meeting on 

September 29th at 6:00 PM. 

  

Chairman Currin adjourned the meeting. 

 


